BE | T REMEMBERED, that at a regular termof the Union
County Board of Conm ssioners, for the County of Union,
sitting for the transaction of County business, begun and
hel d at the Joseph Building Annex in the Gty of La G ande,
in said County and State, on Wednesday of said nonth and
the tine fixed by law for holding a regular termof said
Court, when were present:

The Honor abl e STEVE MCCLURE Chair
R NELLI E BOGUE H BBERT Conmi ssi oner
MARK DAVI DSON Conmmi ssi oner

WHEN, on Wednesday, the day of June, 2009 anong

others the follow ng proceedings were had to-wt:

IN THE MATTER OF AN ORDI NANCE }

ESTABLI SH NG RULES AND } ORDI NANCE NO.
REGULATI ONS FOR THE MI. EM LY } 2009-01
RECREATI ON AREA & DECLARI NG }

AN EMERGENCY }

WHEREAS, Union County acquired the M. Em |y Recreation
Area (MERA) for the devel opnment and mai nt enance of parks,
forest and other reservations and providing the neans for
public access to recreational trails, historic sites,
streans and other natural areas and to operate, nmaintain,
protect and inprove a park system and conduct a
recreational program As an aid to the acconplishnment of
t hese duties, the Board has the authority to enact

ordi nances and to declare that the violation thereof shal
be a penal offense; and,

WHEREAS, Uni on County desires to devel op and nmaintain
trails, staging areas, and related facilities wthin the
M. Emly Recreation Area (MERA) to pronote safe,

enj oyabl e, responsible, |egal and appropriate forns of
recreational activities; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to ORS counties are authorized to
establish, through witten ordi nance, routes for the
operation of unlicensed off-highway vehicles (OHVS) on
desi gnat ed county roads, and to enact regul ations for the
operation of OHVs on such designated county roads, if
consistent wwth the applicable Oegon statutes and
regul ati ons; and,

WHEREAS, Union County further finds that many designated
county roads provide opportunities for MERA access and that
t hese opportunities may reduce conflicts between users and
facilitate responsi ble OHV recreation.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T ORDAI NED BY THE BOARD COF
COWM SSI ONERS, COUNTY OF UNI ON, STATE OF OREGON:

SECTI ON 1: DEFI NI TI ONS

A “Canpi ng” shall nmean erecting a tent or shelter or
arrangi ng beddi ng, or both, or parking a recreational



vehicle or other vehicle for the purpose of remaining
over ni ght.

"Class | all-terrain vehicle" neans any notor vehicle
as defined in ORS 801. 193.

"Class Il all-terrain vehicle" nmeans any notor vehicle
as defined in ORS 801.193.

"Class Il all-terrain vehicle" neans any notor
vehicle as defined in ORS 801. 193.

“Coordi nator” shall nean the Coordi nator of the MERA,
or hi s/ her designee.

“MERA” means M. Em |y Recreation Area.

"Mt orcycl e" nmeans any notor vehicle designed to
travel with not nore than two wheels in contact with
the ground, and so that the driver sits astride the
vehicle frame and a Class |IIl all-terrain vehicle as
defined in ORS 801. 194.

“Mot or Vehicle” neans any vehicle which is self-
propel | ed.

"Mul ti-wheel ed notorized vehicle" neans a Cass 1

all- terrain vehicle as defined in ORS 801. 190 and any
ot her notor vehicle, except a tractor, designed to
travel with three or nore wheels in contact with the
ground, with the driver sitting astride the vehicle
franme.

"Non-not ori zed vehicl es” neans cycles or simlar

devi ces that are wheel ed, operator-propelled equi pnment
whi ch transports the operator on | and, except al

wheel chairs, to include but not limted to unicycles,
bi cycles, tricycles, carts, skateboards and scooters.

"OFf H ghway Vehicle (OHV)" shall nean a 2, 3, 4 or 6
wheel non-hi ghway vehicl e conmonly known as an ATV,
UTV or off-road notorcycle, manufactured primarily for
recreational non-highway all terrain use.

"Off-road vehicle" nmeans any notor vehicle designed
for or capable of cross-country travel on or

i mredi ately over |and, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh,
swanpl and, or other natural terrain.

“Park” means and includes all the MERA, park roads,
par kways, trails, or other properties within park
boundari es.

“Permt” Any group or organization desiring to use
park facilities for a specific

pur pose, shall obtain a Special Use Permt before
engagi ng in such activity, which use

permt shall be issued by the Coordi nator, or his/her
desi gnee.

“Person” shall nean all individuals, firns,
partnershi ps, corporations, clubs, and al



associ ations or conbi nati ons of persons whenever
acting for thenselves or by an agent or enpl oyee.

P. “Public Right-of-Way” nmeans any road that is part of
t he Uni on County road system

Q “Special Event” shall mean a group recreation activity
in the MERA, sponsored or organi zed by an individual
or organi zation that requires reserving park areas,
pl anning, facilities, staffing, or other services
beyond the level nornmally provided at the MERA to
ensure public welfare and safety, and facility or
envi ronnent al protection.

R “Trail” means any path or track designed for use by
pedestri ans, bicycles, ATVs, or equestrians, and which
is not of sufficient width, nor designed to permt its
use by standard passenger autonobiles, or other right-
of -way specifically designated and posted for non-
vehi cul ar use.

SECTI ON 2: Regul ations and Restrictions Pertaining to the
M. Emly Recreation Area

A Canping is only allowed in designated canpsites
at the Fox H Il Stagi ng/ Canping Area. No ot her
canping allowed in the MERA

B. Canping stay limt is 14 days out of a 30 day
peri od.

C. No person shall build any fire in the park except in
areas designated for such purposes. This section shal
not be construed to prohibit the use of barbecues or
ot her portable stoves in designated areas and in a
manner as not to create a hazard.

D. No person shall possess, discharge, set off, or
cause to be discharged, in or into any park area,
firecrackers, rockets, fireworks, explosives, or
substance harnful to the life or safety of
persons or property.

E. Hunting is allowed in the MERA, however no firearm
target practice is allowed.

F. Whodcutting is allowed by permt only. Permts wll
be issued by Union County.

G Al'l dogs, pets or donestic aninmals nust be
controlled by the owner at all tinmes while in
t he MERA.

H. Posting signs, posters, advertising, decoration,
notices or anything simlar may not be affixed to
any tree, shrub, fence, railing, post, or
structure within the MERA, without prior witten
perm ssion from Uni on County.

All Trails will be designed and designated for
type of use. Only those designated uses shall be
all owed on the trail



Mot ori zed use allowed on designated routes only,
those routes will be marked and nmapped.

Spark arrestors required at all times on Class | and
11 ATVs.

Any new trail construction shall be approved by
Uni on County.

Per sons operating notorized and non-notori zed
vehicles in the MERA shall:

1. bey regul atory signs;

2. Restrict speed and manner of operation to
reasonabl e and prudent practices relative to
terrain, prevailing conditions, equipnent,
personal capabilities, personal safety and
the safety of all park visitors;

3. Al yield to pedestrians;

4. Use cauti on when approaching turns or areas
of limted sight distance;

5. Not disturb or harass wildlife; and

6. Comply with any additional requirenents of
t he MERA rul es.

The MERA and facilities are owned, operated and
mai nt ai ned by Union County for public use. The
MERA and recreation facilities are available to
i ndi vi dual persons or groups for profit and
nonprofit events and activities consistent with
MERA rul es and regul ati ons.

Reservations and/or a Special Use Permt for use
of the park are required for any comunity or
private event, or athletic or sporting type
activity involving nore than routine use of the
MERA (except the archery range). Routine use is
defined as individual recreation or group |less
than 30 individuals where no fee or profit is
col | ect ed.

The Special Use Permit Application for use of

t he MERA nust be conpleted and returned to the
Uni on County 30 days prior to the date of the
event(s), to allow, where applicable, for
necessary internal review and anal ysi s,
consultation with [ ocal governnments, public
notice, establishnment of permt conditions, and
requi red MERA preparations and coordi nati on.

Uni on County shall approve or disapprove a permt
application and establish the conditions for an
approved application. Union County shall determ ne the
need for any reinbursenent or paynent necessary to
cover costs incurred by the County for staffing,

equi pnent, facilities, or special services not
normal Iy provided by the MERA, as well as the need for
any bond, damage deposit, or liability insurance



arising fromany potential hazards associated with the
conduct of the event. Any such fees, bond, damage
deposit, or liability insurance shall be provided by
the applicant prior to the issuance of the permt.

| f additional unanticipated costs are incurred by
Uni on County resulting froman event, the applicant
shal | reinburse Union County for such costs in a
timely manner.

The MERA rules and regul ati ons are designed to be
consistent wwth federal, state or |local |aws, rules
or regulations. Any park rule or regulation that
is inconsistent with federal, state or |ocal |aw
or found to be otherw se void shall not affect
the application of all other valid park rules and
regul ations. Park patrons are ultimtely
responsi ble to ensure that their conduct is
within the | aw of whichever civil authority has
jurisdiction, regardl ess of conpliance with

the MERA rul es and regul ati ons.

SECTI ON 3: Regul ations and Restrictions Pertaining to the

Operation of Of-H ghway Vehicl es on Designated Uni on

County Roads

A

Pursuant to the regulatory authority granted to
Uni on County under ORS 821.200 and 821. 020

1. Uni on County Roads designated as being open for
public travel for OHVs shall be defined and
designated by an "Of-H ghway Vehicle Travel
Map". This map shall be maintained by Union
County and may be changed, nodified or anmended by
Union County through the public process. These
maps will be made available to the public.

2. Any person operating an OHV on any desi gnated
Uni on County Public Right-of-Wy nust have in
their possession a valid current driver’s |icense
issued by the State of Oregon, or by any other
st at e.

3. When operating on any Union County road
designated for OHV use, OHVs shall be considered
to be “notor vehicles” as defined in the O egon
Mot or Vehicle Law, and shall be required to
maintain at least the mnimumliability
I nsurance coverage required by such Law.

4. It shall be a violation of this Odinance
for any person to operate an OHV on any Union
County Public Right-of-Wy not designated for use
by OHVs.

The provisions of Section 3(A) shall not apply to
any person operating an OHV on any Union County
Public Ri ght-of-Way for bona fide agricultura

pur poses. For purposes of this ordi nance

“agricul tural purposes” is defined to nean the use
of land for the production of food, fiber, weed
control, fire mtigation, maintaining ditches or



Secti

other activities intended for the maintenance of real
property, and the growi ng of crops and/or the grazing
of animals on natural prine or inproved pasturel and,
as well as the clearing of vegetation exclusively for
the grow ng of crops and/or grazing of aninmals.

on 4: Penalties for Violation of this O di nance

Sect i

Vi ol ation of any section of this ordinance that is not
atraffic infraction is punishable by a fine not to
exceed one thousand dollars. The parent or | egal
guardian of a child violating any section of this

ordi nance, is guilty of an infraction punishable by a
fine of not to exceed one thousand dol | ars.

on 5: Cdvil Liabilities

Secti

In addition to the penalties provided in this

ordi nance, the owner and or operator of any CHV or
non- not ori zed vehicle as described by this ordi nance
shall be liable for any damage to County property,
including but not limted to, damage to natural
resources, equipnent, or facilities. Union County may
recover fromthe person responsible three tines the
anount of danmage.

on 6: Energency Adoption

An energency is hereby declared to nake this ordinance
i mredi ately effective to ensure public safety, avoid
conflicts with adjacent |andowners, and for the
protection of natural resources.

PASSED AND ADCPTED t hi s day of , 2009, by

a vote of the follow ng nenbers of the Union County Board
of Conm ssioners voting therefore.

St eve M ure, Chair
R Nellie Bogue Hibbert, Comm ssi oner
Mar k Davi dson, Conmmi ssi oner



